Seattle Livght Rai | Revi ew Panel
Comments on...

McClellan Street Station

Scope Briefing

The Panel was briefed on May 26, 1999, however no fornal reconmendati ons were
made. Discussion focused on the follow ng topics:

e Design cues for the station

e Incentives and nmarket for transit-oriented devel oprment.

e Coordination with Metro on bus |ayover needs.

Summary of Issues Raised in LRRP Scope Briefing Progress Report (July 1999):

e MdCellan as a gateway to the Rainier Valley to the south, and as the
portal to the tunnel stations northward.

e Potential redesign of the street/intersection to better accommpdate heavy
bus, truck, and auto circulation while still creating a safe and
confortabl e pedestrian environnent for light rail users.

e Preserving and enhancing the historic integrity of Cheasty Boul evard.

e Creating opportunities for smoboth bus transfers w thout degrading the
busi ness environment (or potential for future pedestrian-oriented
retail/comercial uses).

e Safety for pedestrians and cyclists.

e Further discussion needed on the shape and form of the aerial structure as
it |eaves Beacon Hill and touches down on MK, Jr. Way.

e Reconmendation to work further with the North Rainier planning group to
support their vision of a neighborhood center at McClellan that is
conpati ble with Link.

Concept Design

The Panel was briefed on Septenber 22, 1999, however no formal recomrendations

were made. Discussion focused on the follow ng topics:

= The possibility of exploring an at-grade alignnent for the McOellan
station—the feasibility froman engi neering standpoint, and the pros and
cons from an urban design standpoint.

= How the station nmight incorporate nixed use devel opnent into the structure
(whet her aerial as proposed, or at-grade if feasible), and the relationship
bet ween the station and existing devel opnent which currently faces onto
Rai ni er Avenue.

» The design treatment of the tunnel portal in Beacon Hill and the transition
froman aerial structure to an at-grade alignnent south of McCellan

» Recomendation that the design of the Iight rail tracks and aeri al
structure yield to the urban design needs of the town center at McCellan
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Summary of Issues Raised in LRRP Concept Desigh Progress Report (December 1999):

= Explore the feasibility and desirability of an at-grade alignnment; if at-
grade is neither feasible nor desirable, then ensure that the design yields
to the needs of the town center in creating quality urban spaces.

= Wirk now to interest developers in a joint devel opnent project at
McCl el l an, potentially incorporating the station in a m xed-use buil ding.

» Because of the donminance of bus circulation at this site, bus-rai
connections and bus | ayover issues nust be resolved as soon as possible.
Desi gn work cannot otherw se nove forward without strong coordi nation
bet ween Sound Transit and Metro. Simlarly, coordination between the City
and Sound Transit on larger urban design issues—such as the alignnent of
M.K and the M.K/Rainier intersection—is also inperative at this early
stage of design for light rail.

Schematic Design

The Panel was briefed on January 26, 2000; and made the foll ow ng
reconmendati ons:

The Panel did not reconmend approval of the schenatic design as presented,
believing that the urban design inpact of the proposed aerial alignment is of
such significance that other design alternatives, specifically an at-grade

al i gnment and station, should be analyzed. The Panel further coments that
the follow ng design issues are not adequately addressed in the McC ellan
schenmati c desi gn:

* How inpacts of the aerial guideway on the streetscape would be nitigated;

= Design of the transition structure and its touchdown on MK

= Design of the tunnel portal and the aerial structure between the portal and
station;

= Treatnent of the plaza that is potentially to be bounded by transit-
ori ented devel opnent; and

= Coordination between the design of the light rail station and the bus
transfer facility.

Whet her the alignnment is aerial or at-grade, the Panel also requests
addi ti onal design work on the followi ng el enents associated with the McCellan
station:

e Transit-oriented devel opnment guidelines for private devel opnent on sites
controll ed by Sound Transit as a nmeans to ensure devel opment that is
supportive of light rail as well as quality urban design of the plaza and
ot her public spaces for this future town center

e Further discussion of the potential retail/n xed-use devel opnent and its
relationship to the station;

= Urban design relationship of the station and alignnent to Cheasty
Boul evard, and

* An urban design analysis for the entire light rail/bus/ TOD area as a whol e
prepared col |l aboratively by Sound Transit, the City, and Metro.

The Panel was briefed on February 9, 2000, and made the foll ow ng
reconmendat i ons:
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The Panel thanked Sound Transit for a responsive presentation on the el enents
required to nmake an at-grade alignnment for McCellan Station work and, after
further discussion of the nmerits and drawbacks of an at-grade alignnent,
requested by a vote of 5 to 2, that Sound Transit prepare a rudi nentary
costs/inpacts analysis for a bel owgrade option side by side with a sinilar

anal ysis for the proposed aerial alignnent. |In addition, Sound Transit was
requested to estimte general costs of an aerial alignnent that incorporates
the station platforminto a nixed use devel opnent. |In the neantinme, the Pane

requested that any continued work on the proposed aerial alignnent include
further devel opnent of the followi ng features:

» |ncorporation of the platformand areas of the guideway into a nixed-use
buil di ng whil e addressing other station elenments as part of that transit-
ori ented devel oprent;

» Redesign of the roof structure in |ight of the platform nm xed-use buil ding
ref erenced above; and

» Further detailing of the guideway and transition structures at either end
wi th consideration of the visual weight of the structures and uses
(i ntended or not) under them

Lastly, the Panel requested that the City and/or Sound Transit take inmedi ate
steps to conduct additional urban design analysis for the entire McCellan
area to address Link as one part of a conplex intersection with nultiple

i ssues and uses including future town center devel opnent, connections to

hi storic Cheasty Boul evard, the adjacent proposed bus transfer and | ayover
facility, and heavy traffic and circul ati on needs.

The Panel was briefed on March 1, 2000 on rudi mentary costs and feasibility of
a bel owgrade alignment for the McClellan station. After discussion, the
Panel acknow edged the constraints of a bel owgrade alignment and reiterated
its reconmendations fromthe January 26" and February 9" neetings which
address further design work on various aspects of an aerial alignnent.

Design Development
No briefing schedul ed yet.

Construction Documents
No briefing schedul ed yet.
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